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As We Gather
As the sun set on Holy Thursday, the day marked the end of something old
and  the  start  of  something  new.  The  Old  Covenant,  which  God  had
established  through  Moses,  was  two-sided.  God's  people  would  follow
God's  commands;  God  would  bless  his  people.  However,  rather  than
providing God's people the opportunity to live up to God's demands, the Old
Covenant  only  exposed  their  flaws.  When  God  established  his  New
Covenant, it was not a two-sided contract. It was more like a will, listing all
the blessings God promised graciously to give his people. No matter who
you are or what you have done, the blessing of the New Covenant are "for
you." Eat the food Christ offers, and all your spiritual and eternal needs are
satisfied.

[Today’s hymns are printed on pages 11-14 of the bulletin.]

T Preparation for Worship T

Hymn                            TLH 163 – The Death of Jesus Christ, Our Lord

Invocation                                                               Matthew 28:19b

P In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

Confession and Absolution         
P Brothers and sisters in Christ, in this Lenten season we have heard again

how our Lord walked the path of suffering which led Him to the cross 
for our salvation. We have also heard our Lord’s call to intensify our  
struggle against sin, death, and the devil—all that keeps us from loving 
God and one another. This is the struggle to which we were committed 
at Baptism; God’s forgiveness and the power of His Spirit to amend our 
lives continue with us because of His love for us in Jesus our Savior. 

Within the family of the Church, God never wearies of giving peace and
new life. In the absolution, we receive forgiveness as from God himself. 
This absolution we should not doubt but firmly believe that our sins are 
thus forgiven before God in heaven, for it comes to us in the name and 
by the command of our Lord. 

We who  receive  God’s  love  in  Jesus  Christ  are  called  to  love  one  
another, to be servants to each other, as Jesus became our servant. 
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In  Holy  Communion,  first  instituted  on  this  night,  the  members  of  
Christ’s body participate most intimately in His love. Remembering our 
Lord’s Last Supper with His disciples, we eat the bread and drink the 
cup of this meal. Together we receive the Lord’s gift of His body and 
blood for forgiveness and participate in that new covenant that makes us
one with Him and one another. The Lord’s Supper is the promise of the 
great banquet we will share with all the faithful when our Lord returns, 
the joyous culmination of our reconciliation with God and each other. 

As we begin the solemn celebration of our Lord’s passion, let us confess
our sins to Him, receive His absolution, and be reconciled to God and 
each other in Christian love. 

C Holy God, gracious Father, I am sinful by nature and have sinned 
against you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have not loved you
with my whole heart; I have not loved others as I should. I deserve 
your punishment both now and forever. But Jesus, my Savior, paid 
for my sins with His innocent suffering and death. Trusting in Him, 
I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner.

P Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent His only 
Son, Jesus Christ, who gave His life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins 
of the whole world. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by His 
authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.

T Service of the Word T

Kyrie                                                                     Lord, Have Mercy

Salutation
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
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Prayer of the Day
P Let us pray…

...who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever.

C Amen.

Old Testament Reading                                      Jeremiah 31:31-34
31 “Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when I will make a
new covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah, 32 not like the
covenant that I made with their fathers on the day when I took them by the
hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt, my covenant that they broke,
though I was their husband, declares the LORD. 33 For this is the covenant
that  I  will  make  with  the  house  of  Israel  after  those  days,  declares  the
LORD: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts.
And I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 34 And no longer shall
each one teach his neighbor and each his brother, saying, ‘Know the LORD,’
for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, declares
the LORD. For I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no
more.”

Psalm of the Day                                                    Psalm 116:12-19

P What shall I render to the LORD 
C for all his benefits to me? 
P I will lift up the cup of salvation 
C and call on the name of the LORD,
P I will pay my vows to the LORD 
C in the presence of all his people. 
P Precious in the sight of the LORD 
C is the death of his saints. 
P O LORD, I am your servant; 
C I am your servant, the son of your maidservant. You have loosed my

bonds. 
P I will offer to you the sacrifice of thanksgiving 
C and call on the name of the LORD. 
P I will pay my vows to the LORD 
C in the presence of all his people, 
P in the courts of the house of the LORD, 
C in your midst, O Jerusalem. Praise the LORD!
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Epistle Reading                                                    Hebrews 10:15-25
15 And the Holy Spirit also bears witness to us; for after saying,  16 “This is
the covenant that I will make with them after those days, declares the Lord: I
will put my laws on their hearts, and write them on their minds,” 17 then he
adds, “I will remember their sins and their lawless deeds no more.” 18 Where
there  is  forgiveness  of  these,  there  is  no  longer  any  offering  for  sin.
19 Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the holy places by
the blood of  Jesus,  20 by the new and living way that  he  opened for  us
through the curtain, that is, through his flesh,  21 and since we have a great
priest over the house of God,  22 let us draw near with a true heart in full
assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience
and our bodies washed with pure water. 23 Let us hold fast the confession of
our hope without wavering, for he who promised is faithful.  24 And let us
consider  how  to  stir  up  one  another  to  love  and  good  works,  25 not
neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one
another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near.

Confession of Faith                                                    Nicene Creed

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of
all things visible and invisible. 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His
Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God,
begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by Whom all
things were made; Who for us men and for our salvation came down from
heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was
made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered
and was buried. And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He
will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, Whose
kingdom will have no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, Who proceeds
from the Father and the Son, Who with the Father and the Son together is
worshiped and glorified, Who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one
holy Christian and apostolic Church,  I acknowledge one Baptism for the
remission of sins, And I look for the resurrection of the dead And the life of
the world to come. Amen.

Hymn                        TLH 164 – ‘Twas on that Dark, That Doleful Night
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Sermon Text                                                                           Luke 22:7-20
7 Then came the day of Unleavened Bread, on which the Passover lamb had
to be sacrificed. 8 So Jesus sent Peter and John, saying, “Go and prepare the
Passover for us, that we may eat it.”  9 They said to him, “Where will you
have us prepare it?” 10 He said to them, “Behold, when you have entered the
city, a man carrying a jar of water will meet you. Follow him into the house
that he enters 11 and tell the master of the house, ‘The Teacher says to you,
Where is the guest room, where I may eat the Passover with my disciples?’
12 And he will show you a large upper room furnished; prepare it  there.”
13 And they went and found it just as he had told them, and they prepared the
Passover. 14 And when the hour came, he reclined at table, and the apostles
with  him.  15 And  he  said  to  them,  “I  have  earnestly  desired  to  eat  this
Passover with you before I suffer. 16 For I tell you I will not eat it until it is
fulfilled in the kingdom of God.”  17 And he took a cup, and when he had
given thanks he said, “Take this, and divide it among yourselves. 18 For I tell
you that  from now on I  will  not  drink of  the  fruit  of  the  vine until  the
kingdom of  God comes.”  19 And he took bread,  and when he had given
thanks, he broke it and gave it to them, saying, “This is my body, which is
given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 20 And likewise the cup after
they had eaten,  saying,  “This cup that  is  poured out  for  you is  the  new
covenant in my blood.

The Passover Fulfilled

Offertory                        TLH 179 – On My Heart Imprint Thine Image
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Hymn                TLH 305 (1-3, 7-8) – Soul, Adorn Thyself with Gladness

General Prayer and the Lord’s Prayer

T The Service of the Sacrament T

Preface
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Lift up your hearts.
C We lift them up to the Lord.

P It is right and beneficial that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God…
...Therefore with angels and archangels, and with all the company of  
heaven, we magnify Your glorious Name, evermore praising You and  
saying:
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Sanctus                                                                   Holy, Holy, Holy

Words of Institution

Pax Domini                                                            Peace of the Lord

P The peace of the Lord be with you always!
C Amen.

Agnus Dei                                                                    Lamb of God
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Distribution                                   
Holy Communion is rightly called a ‘Sacrament’ because it  is a “Sacred
act;” not in what WE do for Christ, but in what Christ does for US! Because
God’s  Word presents  the  reception of  this  Sacrament  as  a most  intimate
expression of spiritual and confessional unity (1 Corinthians 1:10; 10:16-17
Romans  16:17-18),  we ask  only  those who have publicly  professed such
oneness of  faith and belief  with us by membership here or another CLC
church come forward at this time. This is not a judgment of anyone’s faith,
but rather an expression of ours. Please speak with pastor if you are seeking
a church home or have any questions. We’d love to have you! 

Post-Communion Canticle                                                      TLH 309
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Post-Communion Prayer
P Let us pray.

We give thanks, almighty God, that You have refreshed us with this  
saving gift. We pray that through it You will strengthen our faith in You 
and increase our love for one another. We ask this in the name of Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever.

C Amen.

Benediction
P The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace.

C Amen.

Hymn                                                               TLH 158 – Glory Be to Jesus

Hymns and liturgical settings under copyright are used by permission through Concordia
Publishing House License #000014358 or OneLicense.net #A-729565. Scripture quotations
are from the Holy Bible, English Standard Version, copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a
publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
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